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- April 12th 

No School - Good Friday April 14th 
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Murphy’s classes read 
an article in the in the 
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attends E.A. McAllister 
E l e m e n t a r y S c h o o l i n 
S h e r r i l l . L a n d e n h a s a n 
autoimmune disease, where his body can't fight off 
infections on its own. Landen has spent much of the 
winter season confined to home. In February 
however, Landen was admitted to the Cincinnati 
Children's Hospital Medical Center.  The 5th graders 
read about Landen and decided they wanted to 
reach out to him and his family. Students 
brainstormed ways they could make a difference…
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Where did March go? It is amazing that we are quickly moving to the end of the 
school year.  Before we know it, we will be at spring concerts, prom and 
graduation.  I am hoping that the month of April brings some sunshine and warm 
weather.

I would like to provide a special thank you to a few students at the High School 
who provided administration with information about a threat involving the school 

last month.  The students exhibited exceptional leadership and courage to report 
the information to the building administration.  I applaud them for their actions.  With 

all of the publicity that happens when schools deal with inappropriate actions on the 
part of students, I think we should put our attention on students who do what is right and make a 
difference!  If you get a chance to remind a young person that they have done something exceptional, 
please do it often.  Sometimes young people are not applauded enough for their good deeds.  A few days 
after the incident at the High School, I took the time to personally thank the young adults who reported 
the incident.  It was a humbling experience.

As we move forward with issues of safety, it is essential that we remind our children often that if you see 
something, say something.  As a community, we can work together to make our community safe.

Our appreciation goes out to all of our parents, families, volunteers, organizations and businesses for all 
that they do to contribute to the success of our students and our District.

Mary-Margaret Zehr 

Building Project Update 
District Office staff is still waiting for approval from NYS Education Department for the 

building project. As of mid-March we were approximately 32 projects from review at 
NYSED.  As we wait for approval, we continue to work with the architects and construction 
managers to be ready to go to bid as soon as we have approval. We also have asked the 

architects and construction managers to prioritize the roof at the MS, ceiling work at Seneca 
Street, basement work at North Broad, extensive main office construction, and field work on 

our athletic fields.  

The building project highlights:

High School- Mechanical replacements in classrooms, exterior masonry work, replace 
various exterior and interior doors, and miscellaneous site improvements.

Otto Shortell MS- Replace roof, fire alarm system, smoke detection system, emergency 
lighting, select windows, select lockers and exterior doors.

Willard Prior Elementary- Replace fire alarm system, smoke detection, and emergency 
lighting.

North Broad Elementary- Reconstruct basement floor settlement issues, replace emergency 
lighting, and miscellaneous exterior masonry work.

Seneca Street Elementary- Replace fire alarm system, smoke detection system, ceilings in 
classrooms, and cafeteria table.

Durhamville Elementary- Replace septic pumps, controls, and water heaters.

All school buildings will also undergo a main entry and office renovation to improve security and 
add carbon monoxide detection throughout.
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2017 Grades 3-8 Assessment Information 
Below, you will find the dates for the 2017 grades 3-8 New York State Math Assessments:

Parents’ Frequency Asked Questions About New York State’s Annual Grades 3-8 English Language Arts 
and Mathematics Tests. Taken from the New York State Office of State Assessment:
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ei/2017/2017-faq-for-parents-3-8-tests.pdf 

1. Why do we have an annual statewide test? 
• New York State’s annual Grades 3-8 English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics Tests are 
designed to measure how well students are mastering the learning standards that guide classroom 
instruction and help to ensure that students are on track to graduate from high school with the critical 
thinking, problem solving, and reasoning skills needed for success in today’s world. 
• The federal Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 requires that students in Grades 3-8 are tested once 
a year in ELA and math. Additional tests in science are required once in elementary and once in middle 
school. 
• For decades, New York State students have been taking State tests. Since higher learning standards 
were adopted in 2010, no additional required State tests have been introduced for students. 

2. What types of questions are asked on the tests? 
• The paper and computer versions of the tests include both multiple choice and open-ended questions, 
which assess grade level learning standards. The questions require students to apply their knowledge 
and explain their reasoning. Students spend time reading complex texts, writing well-reasoned 
responses, and solving real-world word problems, all of which provide the foundation for necessary skills 
to practice and master to succeed in college and careers. 
• Last spring, the Department released 75-percent of test questions from the 2016 tests – more 
questions than ever before for this testing program. You can view the 2016 questions at EngageNY 
(https://www.engageny.org/3-8). 
• The 2017 tests will have the same number of questions as the 2016 tests. Each 2016 test had fewer 
test questions in both ELA and math, as compared to previous years. 

3. Why is it important for my child to take these tests? 

• These tests provide teachers and schools with information that can be used to guide their instruction 
and class planning and help them to understand how well students are progressing in the skills and 
concepts being taught in the classroom. 

• Results from the tests also help identify achievement gaps among different student populations. 
Without widespread participation in the tests, it is more difficult for school and district leaders to 
recognize these gaps and provide support and resources to the students who need them. 

Grades 3-8 Math Assessment      May 2-4, 2017

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ei/2017/2017-faq-for-parents-3-8-tests.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ei/2017/2017-faq-for-parents-3-8-tests.pdf
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4. Are there testing accommodations for students with disabilities?
• Yes, testing accommodations are changes made in the administration of the test in order to remove 
obstacles to the test-taking process that are presented by the student’s disability without reducing 
expectations for learning. Specific testing accommodations are recommended for individual students by 
the Committee on Special Education (CSE) or Section 504 Committee based on the student’s unique 
needs.
• Testing accommodations must be documented on students’ Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) 
or Section 504 plans and could include: flexibility in scheduling/timing (e.g., extending the time of a test); 
flexibility in the test setting (e.g., testing in a separate location); changes in test presentation (e.g., 
enlarged print); and changes in the method of response (e.g., use of a scribe for written responses).
• Principals are responsible for ensuring that accommodations for students with disabilities are 
implemented on all State and local tests consistent with the recommendations in the IEP/Section 504 
plan and in accordance with Department policy.

5. What will I learn from my child’s score report?
• The results of the annual assessments give you information about your child’s academic progress and 
achievement. You will be able to see how your child did in comparison to other students across the 
State. The score report will be ready over the summer.
• In addition to providing an overall scale score and performance level, both the ELA and math reports 
show how your child scored in specific skill and concept areas. For example, the ELA report provides 
scores for both reading and writing; the math report provides scores for the key math concepts for that 
grade level. This information helps your child’s teacher(s) understand where your child is doing well and 
where he or she needs more support.

6. How will my child’s scores be used?
• You can use your child’s scores to guide a discussion with your child’s teacher(s) about additional 
supports that may be needed in class, as well as other ways you may be able to support your child’s 
learning at home.
• Scores can also be used to see how well schools, districts, and the State are progressing with New 
York’s learning standards.
• State law and regulations of the Commissioner of Education prohibit school districts from making 
promotion or placement decisions based solely or primarily on student performance on the Grades 3-8 
ELA and Math Tests. Scores are not currently used to evaluate teachers in an official way.

7. How are New York State teachers involved in the test development process?
• NYS teachers review and approve every passage and question on the Grades 3-8 ELA and Math 
Tests.
• During test development, teachers from across the State gathered in Albany multiple times to evaluate 
and select questions for the 2017 tests. Every question on the 2017 tests was reviewed by at least 22 
educators.
• Since 2016, New York State teachers have been engaged in writing future test questions. These 

questions will first appear on the 2018 tests.
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BoE Committee News 
The BOE Policy Committee is reviewing several sections of the BOE policy manual this year. 
The committee is almost finished with a review of the Oneida City School District Code of 
Conduct. The committee will be forming an ad hoc committee consisting of teachers, 
administrators and parents to review the preliminary draft of the revised policy at the conclusion 
of the policy committee’s work. 

The Oneida City School District Policy Manual can be found online in two locations.  All policies 
can be found at http://www.oneidacsd.org/district/district_policies   New policies will be found by 
clicking on the left hand link on this webpage titled Recent District Policies.  Policies that have 
not been updated yet can be found directly at the link listed above.   

The BOE Facilities Committee continues to explore different options for the Oneida Castle 
building.  The school district has been approached by third party to purchase the Oneida Castle 
building. District administration met with the Village to discuss this development and gather 
additional information required to create a taxable parcel suitable for sale (it is believed the 
building sits on parkland). 

The facilities committee is also looking to work with a consultant to study the district’s facilities 
and grade organization.  We are reviewing consultants and hope to work with our stakeholders 
with this process. 

The BOE Public Relations Committee reviewed the communications audit report. The BOCES 
Communications Department provided the PR committee with recommendations to improve 
communications with all of our stakeholders. The committee discussed different ways to 
implement the suggested changes. 

The BOE New Board Member Committee has created an orientation for new board of 
education members.  New board members would attend two events in the evening to provide 
new board members with information specific to the district and information specific to the board 
of education.  The committee is also looking at the idea of a manual for new board members. 

Would you like a print copy of the newsletter? 

We are more than happy to provide any community member with a 
copy of the newsletter if they are unable to access our electronic 
versions.  Please contact Melanie Fountain at 315-363-2550 for a copy 
of the electronic newsletters.

http://www.oneidacsd.org/district/district_policies
http://www.oneidacsd.org/district/district_policies
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Oneida High School
30th Annual Oneida Jazz Festival  

The 30th Annual Oneida Jazz Festival was held at Oneida High School on Thursday and Friday, March 
9-10, 2017.  A total of fifteen bands performed over the course of the two-day festival including middle 
school bands, high school bands, and the local professional jazz ensemble, “CNY Jazz Orchestra”.  The 
Festival Director is David Hawthorne and is assisted by Margie Hawthorne, Nick Anderalli, and Kathryn 
Dimmel.

For 30 years, students from all over the state have had the opportunity to see, hear and learn from some 
of the best jazz artists from all over the county.  The Oneida Jazz Festival is the largest Jazz Festival in 
New York State.  The judges and clinicians this year were Mike Williams (lead trumpet player in the 
world famous Count Basie Orchestra), Doug Sertl (played with Tony Bennett, Paul Anka, Andy Williams, 
Mel Torme,, Sammy Davis, Jr.), Joe Carello (played with Chuck and Gap Mangione, Aretha Franklin, 
Harry Connick Jr., Natalie Cole, Barry Manilow, and Frank Sinatra Jr.  and teaches at Onondaga 
Community College and Lemoyne College), Greg Evans ( teaches at Ithaca College and at Cornell 
University) and retired Oneida band director, Tim Watson. 

On Friday night, the Oneida music teachers were presented with a Proclamation from the City of Oneida 
and Mayor Leo Matzke proclaiming March 9-10, 2017 Oneida Jazz Festival Days to honor the 30th 
Anniversary!

On Saturday night, Senator David Valesky presented a New York State approved Resolution 
commending the Oneida Jazz Festival upon the occasion of celebrating its 30th Anniversary from March 
9-10, 2017.  Senator Valesky is a graduate of Oneida High School and played trumpet with David 
Hawthorne in the OHS Bands under the direction of Tim Watson.
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Congratulations to Gia Torrey who was accepted to 
attend the Pen In Hand Young Writers' Conference 
March 3rd and 4th. Gia worked alongside published 
authors,  representing Oneida with students from 13 

Oneida High School Tiny House Project Public Meeting 
Presentation by Faculty and Expert Bill Rockhill
Wednesday, April 5th, 2017, 6:30 pm, Oneida High School Room 132
Find out how Oneida High School students are building a tiny house 
and gaining an incredible hands on educational experience at the 
Tiny House Project public meeting on Thursday, March 23rd, 2017 at 
6:30 pm at Oneida High School. Presenting at the meeting will be 
several instructors working on the project and Bill Rockhill from Bear 
Creek Tiny Houses. Bill has been on HGTV and the Travel Channel 
including the television programs Tiny House Hunters and Extreme 
RV, among others.
Bob Straczuk, the Technology instructor at Oneida High School 
explains that “You can't beat the hands on experience taking a tiny house from the design phase all the 
way to a finished product. We've already got started drilling holes for the water and electrical, and 
setting up jigs. The students are getting life skills that can't be duplicated.”
The Tiny House Project was launched in January and involves students from several departments. 
Civil engineering students are designing the tiny house, carpentry students are building the tiny house 
and the students in the video class are capturing the entire process for a documentary. Those 
students, under the direction of Pete Gillander and award winning documentary producer Rick E. 
Lewis, will be at the meeting capturing interviews and footage.
“This is exciting”, Civil Engineering instructor Dave Wright remarks. “Parents stop me in the grocery 
store and say “my kids are excited to go to school today” because we're working on this project. 
“They're asking in depth questions and what's the next step.”
Bill Rockhill will be sharing his 20 years of experience building tiny houses to illustrate how “the skills 
learned to build a tiny house can be used in the future no matter what profession or course of study 
students choose. They will know how to wire an outlet or how the plumbing works. Things every home 
owner can use.”  
The tiny house project is being produced at Oneida High School in conjunction with Bear Creek Tiny 
Houses Big Stories. Owners Bill Rockhill and Rick E. Lewis have been working with schools over the 
past year consulting high school and college STEAM programs with building tiny houses and 
documenting the projects.
The tiny house that the students are building will be on display in its early construction phase. 
Attendees are encouraged to bring questions to ask during the presentations and Q&A session that will 
follow.

Pen In Hand Young Writers' Conference
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Otto Shortell Middle School

Band Night Concert – Wednesday, March 1, 2017. This annual concert featured the 5th grade All-City 
Band, OSMS 6th grade Band, OSMS 7th & 8th grade Band and the Oneida HS bands combined.

6th Grade Post Concert Selfie Guest Conductor, 6th grader, Zach Argentine.

 OSMS Music in Our Schools Month 
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Choral Night Concert – Tuesday, March 7, 2017. This annual concert featured the 5th grade All-City 
Chorus, OSMS 6th grade Chorus, OSMS 7th & 8th grade Chorus, Oneida HS choruses combined and 
a grand finale featuring all voices grades 5-12.

Congratulations to the 6th Grade Band students selected for the All-County Band:

Hunter DuBois, Zach Argentine, Avarie Fanning, Julia Bognaski, Allyssah Redmond, Evan Bean, Olivia 
Cameron, Spencer Igmire, Noah Gardner, Gabrielle Mazzullo, Wyatt Bishop, Thomas Lacy, Alex 
Rentzis, Collin Meyer, Olivia Piersall

Congratulations to the following students selected for the All-County 7-8 Chorus:

Hannah Mendillo, Hannah Myatt, Hannah Reese, Corinne Becker, Madison Zehr,  Mikayla Coston, 
Noelle LeBlanc, Amelia Bowman-McCoy, Paige Miller, Megan Dwyer, Seth O’Connell, Marcus Smith, 
Nyla Snyder, Mareina Mulvihill, Jillian Honness, Elizabeth Tooker, Ayla Roark, Logan Mitchell, Trajen 
Masner

6th Grade Jazz Ensemble 
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Research Projects In The Library 

Mrs. Kelly brought her 8th grade Social Studies students in the library to research the Roaring Twenties.  
They used the books we gathered for this project, as well as websites linked on the library website. We 
had the students work in groups to make a radio show. They made up their scripts of their radio show. 
The students will use WeVid through Google Drive.  

Mrs. Bassin and Mrs. Dunn brought in their 7th grade ELA students to the library to work on their 
research for their historical fiction brochure project. The students have read a historical fiction book for 
ELA.  Then they research the facts of the historical time period of their book.  We start the project by 
having the students name the time period, keywords and phrases they will use for their research.  
Midway through the research, we develop questions they can use to re-focus their research.  Since 
students find it difficult to develop good research questions, it is good for them to practice this skill.  The 
students will make up a brochure with the information they gather in their research. It will have a 
synopsis of their historical fiction book as well as pictures and information about the time period and 
important people and events that are a part of their historical fiction book.

Mrs. DeGroat’s 8th grade ELA classes came in to the library to research the Holocaust.  We had five 
stations that the students researched the Holocaust.  They research all aspects of the Holocaust 
including life in the ghettos, the concentration camps as well as propaganda.  The students will make a 
picture book about the Holocaust making sure they have the historical facts for the setting of their book. 
The students seem engaged with this unit and we are looking forward to seeing their books!  
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Messy Art Night 

Durhamville Elementary

On Thursday, March 16, 2017 the Durhamville Art Studio opened for families to enjoy participating at as 
many as fifteen creating stations. Can you guess the most popular station?  Yes, it was making slime!  
Other favorites included modeling clay, fun with foil, marshmallows with toothpicks, bingo daubers, fork 
painting, tissue paper mosaic, dream catcher, and marble painting.  The masterpieces created were 
spectacular.

Please make sure to give a shoutout to our phenomenal  PTO for organizing a magnificent Messy Art 
Night for families to enjoy!  Also, special thanks and recognition to alumni and parents who assisted as 
artists-in-residence at the stations.  
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Japanese Students Visit Durhamville 

On Thursday, March 16, 2017, Durhamville Elementary hosted a special morning program to 
welcome our friends from Japan.  The third grade students welcomed them with a song and played 
their recorders.  The Japanese students returned the welcome with a ninja dance.   

We discovered that whether living in Japan or America, students enjoy singing, shopping, soccer, 
horseback riding, learning, etc.  The Japanese students spoke fluent Japanese but enjoyed 
practicing English.  Origami, the Japanese art of paper folding, was shared with our students.  

This is a wonderful cultural learning experience.  Special thanks to our friends at Oneida High School 
for arranging this visit. Our elementary students are looking forward to participating in this exchange 
program in future years.
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Merry-Go-Round Playhouse, located in the Finger Lakes region, is the largest musical theater 
organization in New York State outside of New York City.  Our wonderful PTO sponsors this outstanding 
theater production. The actors and actresses come to visit our schools.  The performers visit the 
classroom to provide a preview of the show and then students view the production.  

This month our Kindergarten students enjoyed the production entitled, “Do You See?”.  A variety of 
underwater creatures came to life right before their very eyes.  

Recently, the second grade students enjoyed “Aesop.”  The students were so excited as they recognized 
some of the fables, such as “The Ant and the Grasshopper,” which they had read earlier in the year.  
These live theater productions have entertained and enlightened the students at Durhamville throughout 
the year.   

Kindergarten & Second Graders Enjoy Musical Theater at Durhamville 
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North Broad Elementary
Cultural Festival 

North Broad Falcons explored  a variety of cultures from around the world during their 15th annual 
Cultural Festival, held on March 16th. The Falcon faithful in grades K-5 were treated to presentations on 
Germany, Japan, Thailand, Spain, France, Jordan, Syria and Native American cultures. A diverse group 
of Oneida High School students collaborated to provide hands on activities as well as informative 
presentations about their native countries to help broaden our students' knowledge of cultures around 
the world. As North Broad students travelled from country to country, they transported their “passports” 
which were marked with stickers for each country they visited. It was a whirlwind tour through 
Falconville!

In addition to learning about different countries and cultures, students were able to sample food from 
around the globe.  Students were treated to French crepes!  These delicious thin pastries were created 
by of the OSMS International Club and former Falcons Hannah Reese and James Chen.  Additional fine 
cuisine included:  churros, pocky, fry bread, egg rolls, hummus, pizza, mangoes and nam kang sai, 
which is Thailand’s version of a Sno-Cone.

The festival’s grand finale, choreographed by Maestro Gwilt, included a concert by North Broad Falcons 
in grades K-5. Students sang songs from each of the countries represented at the Cultural Festival.  The 
North Broad Cultural Festival was a wonderful way for students to gain greater exposure and 
understanding of cultures around the world.   
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Upgrading The World  

5th graders in Mrs. Mahardy’s and Mrs. Murphy’s classes read an article in the in the Oneida Daily 
Dispatch about Landen Smith, a fellow fifth grader who attends E.A. McAllister Elementary School in 
Sherrill. Landen has an autoimmune disease, where his body can't fight off infections on its own. 
Landen has spent much of the winter season confined to home. In February however, Landen was 
admitted to the Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center.  The 5th graders read about Landen and 
decided they wanted to reach out to him and his family. Students brainstormed ways they could make a 
difference, empathizing by imagining if they were in Landen's shoes what would make him feel better.  
With some guidance, they decided making cards and putting together a gift basket of items they thought 
Landen would enjoy would make a difference. Students wrote letters to their parents, guardians, and 
friends sharing Landen's story and asking for donations to help make this a reality. Students read about 
some of his interests in the dispatch and thought about items that someone would appreciate if they 
were sick. Students, with the support of their families raised over $100.00. Some items included in the 
basket were; a soft blanket, HALO lego kit, Banana Grams, coloring book, fish puzzle, card games, 
Speak Out Game, and many homemade cards with positive thoughts and warm wishes. The students 
want Landen to feel special and thought of while going through a difficult time. We are proud of our 5th 
graders for their big hearts and mission to improve everything around them!  The future is looking bright!

Seneca Street Elementary
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Willard Prior has been busy with Unity activities throughout the month of 
March.  Lead by the Student Council and Mr. Planck,  Willard Prior has 
engaged in many activities.  Everyone was encouraged to wear their 
Piranha t-shirt to show unity two different times over the course of the two 
weeks.  We had a visit from singer and entertainer,  Mr. Brian Chevier.  Mr. 
Chevier taught us songs to help us learn about friendship and working 
together for the betterment of everyone.  Grade 5 students did public 
service announcements every day on the morning announcements to 

share and remind students that Unity is best.  Students even created posters for a poster contest 
displayed in the hallways of Willard Prior.  Everyone in school was encouraged to create a leaf for the 
Unity tree.  The WP Unity Tree takes up the entire wall outside of the Library.  The leaves share 
important messages like, “Be Kind” and “Treat everyone the way you want to be treated.” At our Friday 
morning program, we celebrated with even more activities.  Students performed skits and joined in 
singing, “Nothing More” by The Alternate Routes.  

We also honored our students of the month for showing Empathy.  Each teacher wrote a note that was 
read aloud to show how the student in their class demonstrated Empathy.  Great work by the Willard 
Prior Piranhas!!

All in all, the Willard Prior Piranhas had a great few weeks concentrating on Unity throughout the school.  
Congratulations to our poster winners and all students that participated in the poster contest.  
They were all excellent! 

Willard Prior Elementary
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The Pre Kindergarten program is designed to meet the needs of the four year old child.  Class size is limited 
and staffed with a certified teacher and teacher assistant/aide.  Our program is based on the New York 
State Learning Standards.  Classroom learning opportunities include experience with dramatic play, 
language/literacy, outdoor play, art projects, creative manipulatives, and sand/water table play.

A child’s eligibility for Pre-Kindergarten is determined by the following:
1. The child is four years old on or before December 1, 2017.
2. The child resides within the Oneida City School District.
3. A certain number of slots must be filled based upon economic guidelines as set by the

New York State Education Department.

In order for your child to be considered for the program sponsored by both Madison Oneida BOCES and 
Oneida City School District you will need to complete and submit the following to our student registration 
office:

1.  Application           7.  Health Record form  
2.  Copy of your child’s Birth Certificate               8.  Developmental History Form            
3.  Copy of your child’s Immunization Record 9.  Physical Examination form
4.  Completed School Lunch form                         (Copy of most recent physical form)
5.  Proof of Residence - (mortgage/lease, utility bill) 10.  Dental Form  
6.  Transportation form                                       

All information obtained in this application process is needed for placement consideration and will be kept 
confidential.

Parent participation is highly encouraged and an essential component of the Pre-K program.  Creative 
opportunities are provided for working and non-working parents to become involved in a variety of activities. 
These include volunteering in the classroom, parent meetings, family functions, parent conferences, “at 
home” activities, and home visits.

If you have any further questions, please call Beth Williams at 363-1050, Lori Cimpi at 361-6072, or visit the 
student registration page on our website www.oneidacsd.org. 

Thank you for your interest in the Pre-Kindergarten program!

Colleen Wuest Moira Yardley
Director of Early Childhood & Community Services Willard Prior Principal

http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://www.oneidacsd.org
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Safety First
Oneida City School District has a responsibility to focus on the safety 
and well-being of our students.  Should our schools be impacted by a 
national or local emergency, the district has response plans in place 
that follow the lead of law enforcement.  Depending on the nature of 
the issue at hand, students may be transported home or kept at school 
until it is safe to transport them home.   In the event of an emergency, 
we ask that parents refrain from coming onto our campus or calling 
our schools since it is critical that we have full use of our telephone 
lines for emergency communications.
In an emergency, parents can get information, instructions, and 
updates from the following communication sources:

✓ District Web site- www.oneidacsd.org 

✓ We will also be using our School Messenger phone system to notify parents of closures, delays, and 
early dismissals. Please visit www.oneidacsd.org > Stay Connected > School Messenger for more 
information. 

✓ Oneida school closings will be announced on the following broadcast outlets:

✓ RADIO stations: WFRG-104.0, WLZW-98.7, WIBX-950 AM, and WODZ-96.1

✓ TELEVISION stations- News 10 Now, WKTV (Channel 2), WSTM (Channel 3),

✓ WIXT (channel 9), WUTR (channel 20) and WFXV (Channel 33)

There are a variety of ways that you can help the district with emergency preparedness and 
communication.
✓ Make sure the personal information provided to the school is accurate and up to date. If you have a 

change in work or emergency contact phone numbers, please let the school know as soon as possible.
✓ Make sure caregiver information is current.

✓ Do you remember where you recommended your child go if dismissed early? Does that person know 
your child is designated to come there?

✓ Make sure the person that you have designated as an emergency contact for school is aware of this 
designation. Make sure your child knows as well.

✓ Make sure your child has a key to your house in case of early dismissal. Have a back-up plan if they are 
locked out of the house (e.g., go to a neighbor’s house?).

✓ Discuss what you would like your child to do if they come home early due to emergency/weather related 
dismissal. Should they call you or someone else to confirm their arrival home?

✓ Be patient. If you are having difficulty getting through to the school during an emergency, remember - 
the district may be flooded with incoming calls. Stay tuned to the media.

We live in a challenging period and face many complex issues. Please be assured that we will take all 
necessary steps to keep your children safe.

http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://www.oneidacsd.org
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NOTIFICATION REGARDING EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN

The Oneida City School District has an Emergency Response Plan in place to address student and staff 
safety issues. The plan would be activated in the event of a local disaster or school emergency. All plans 
are designed and reviewed by a committee that includes district staff and administration as well as 
representatives from the New York State Police, Madison County Sheriff’s Office, Oneida County Sheriff’s 
Office, Durhamville Fire Department, and Wampsville Fire Department. 
 
As part of its Emergency Response Plan, the district has designated coordinators who have specific 
responsibilities in the event of an emergency. The district has a school security coordinator and safety 
officer who are responsible for coordinating the communication between staff, law enforcement, and first 
responders to ensure staff understand the district-level safety plan. In addition, all staff are provided 
orange response cards in their rooms that review the protocols listed in the Emergency Response Plan. 
 
In the event of an emergency, the district’s public information officer will be responsible for disseminating 
information to the public by communicating with local media and the community. Several communication 
methods are available to the district and will be utilized as appropriate. Such methods include text, email 
and telephone alerts, website updates, social media messages, and media announcements.
 
The district’s mass communication system, School Messenger, utilizes the student/parent/guardian 
information stored in its student information system. Therefore, it is imperative that parents and guardians 
ensure that their contact information is correct in the student information database. Whenever your 
contact information changes, be sure to contact the districts registrar office to update your information to 
ensure that you receive emergency communications from the district.

How do I add/ change the numbers being called?
Phone numbers for SchoolMessenger are collected during the enrollment process by filling out a form. 
You can also e-mail the form found on our website www.oneidacsd.org to Lori Cimpi at 
lcimpi@oneidacsd.org  or by faxing the form to 315-366-3485.
Any time your phone number has changed, you are encouraged to contact the student registration office 
to update your child’s records.  Lori Cimpi in student registration can be reached at 315-361-6072.

For more information on School Messenger including the sign up form please visit our website at 
www.oneidacsd.org and click on the Stay Connected link at the top of the page. Or you can call 
Lori Cimpi in Student Registration at 315-361-6072.
 
Drills
Parents and guardians should also be aware that in accordance with the Law, the district conducts 
unannounced emergency and lockdown drills at each school in the district throughout the school year. 
Law enforcement and emergency personnel may be included in these drills when possible. Parents and 
guardians will be notified of any drills taking place and building announcements will be broadcast over PA 
systems or by activating building alarm systems. Visitors to school buildings will also be notified of 
emergency situations/drills such as a shelter-in-place, hold-in-place, evacuation, lockout or lockdown.
 
A copy of the Oneida City School District’s Emergency Response Plan is available at the district office.

http://www.oneidacsd.org
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Oneida High School -363-6901
Brian Gallagher, Principal 
Jennifer DePerno, Assistant Principal 

Otto Shortell Middle School 
-363-1050
Todd Widrick, Principal 
Amada Larson, Assistant Principal 

Durhamville Elementary -363-8065
Margaret Visalli, Principal 

North Broad Elementary -363-3650
William Simmons, Principal 

Seneca Street Elementary -363-3930
Molly Hagan, Principal 

www.oneidacsd.org 

#OneidaStrong

twitter.com/OneidaCSD

facebook.com/oneidacsd

Willard Prior Elementary -363-2190
Moira Yardley, Principal

District Office -363-2550
Mary-Margaret Zehr, Superintendent
Tina Lane, Asst Sup. for Instruction 
James Rowley, Asst Sup. for Finance
Genevieve Brauner, Admin for Technology

Student Registration -361-6072
Lori Cimpi

Transportation - 363-5470
Mike Klenotiz
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Mr. Robert Group, President
Ms. Melinda Bowe, Vice President 
Mr. John Elberson
Mr. Hank Leo Jr 
Ms. Alicia Lippert
Ms. Jennifer Parker
Ms. Gail Whipple
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